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Instructor:	
  Kalpana	
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Contact:	
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Class	
  hours:	
  9:30A-­‐12:15P	
  	
  	
  MW	
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  hours:	
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  12:15-­‐1:15;	
  other	
  times	
  by	
  appointment	
  
	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  
Overview	
  of	
  Course	
  
	
  
Intellectual	
  freedom,	
  the	
  right	
  to	
  freedom	
  and	
  expression	
  of	
  thought,	
  is	
  often	
  defined	
  as	
  a	
  
basic	
  human	
  right.	
  	
  Most	
  often,	
  intellectual	
  freedom	
  is	
  depicted	
  as	
  a	
  wholly	
  positive	
  social	
  
good,	
  defended	
  as	
  such	
  by	
  the	
  American	
  Library	
  Association,	
  the	
  ACLU,	
  and	
  a	
  few	
  others.	
  
	
  
This	
  class	
  attempts	
  to	
  problematize	
  these	
  assumptions	
  that	
  are	
  too	
  often	
  taken	
  for	
  granted.	
  
We	
  will	
  examine	
  the	
  above	
  suppositions	
  and,	
  hopefully,	
  find	
  areas	
  of	
  dispute,	
  negotiation,	
  
and	
  compromise.	
  If	
  public	
  libraries	
  are	
  supposed	
  to	
  serve	
  their	
  communities,	
  how	
  and	
  
when	
  do	
  librarians	
  insist	
  on	
  stocking	
  materials	
  abhorrent	
  to	
  their	
  communities?	
  How	
  do	
  
we	
  balance	
  competing	
  claims:	
  national	
  security	
  vs.	
  open	
  government;	
  privacy	
  vs.	
  security;	
  
morality	
  vs.	
  diversity?	
  	
  
	
  
Since	
  this	
  is	
  a	
  seminar	
  class,	
  participation	
  of	
  all	
  members	
  is	
  crucial	
  to	
  the	
  success	
  of	
  the	
  
class.	
  Very	
  little	
  of	
  the	
  class	
  will	
  be	
  in	
  lecture	
  format;	
  most	
  of	
  the	
  class	
  will	
  consist	
  of	
  
discussing	
  and	
  analyzing	
  the	
  readings.	
  	
  
	
  	
  	
  
Course	
  Objectives	
  
	
  
By	
  the	
  end	
  of	
  this	
  course,	
  students	
  should	
  be	
  able	
  to:	
  

• Understand	
  and	
  explain	
  the	
  historical	
  background	
  and	
  development	
  of	
  intellectual	
  
freedom	
  	
  

• Articulate	
  and	
  defend	
  an	
  intellectual	
  policy.	
  	
  
• Know	
  the	
  freedoms	
  and	
  limitations	
  defined	
  by	
  the	
  Constitution	
  and	
  laws	
  and	
  some	
  

of	
  the	
  major	
  legal	
  cases	
  related	
  to	
  intellectual	
  freedom.	
  
• Identify	
  and	
  explain	
  arguments	
  in	
  favor	
  of,	
  and	
  opposed	
  to,	
  censorship.	
  



• Identify	
  contemporary,	
  emerging	
  issues	
  in	
  which	
  intellectual	
  freedom	
  /	
  freedom	
  of	
  
speech	
  concepts	
  are	
  applicable.	
  

	
  	
  	
  
Course	
  Policies	
  
	
  
Academic	
  Dishonesty:	
  
	
  
There	
  is	
  extensive	
  documentation	
  and	
  discussion	
  of	
  the	
  issue	
  of	
  academic	
  dishonesty	
  here	
  
in	
  the	
  Indiana	
  University	
  "Code	
  of	
  Student	
  Rights,	
  Responsibilities	
  and	
  Conduct",”	
  found	
  
here:	
  http://www.dsa.indiana.edu/Code/index1.html	
  	
  

	
  
To	
  aid	
  students	
  both	
  in	
  recognizing	
  plagiarism	
  and	
  in	
  avoiding	
  the	
  appearance	
  of	
  
plagiarism,	
  Indiana	
  University's	
  Writing	
  Tutorial	
  Services	
  has	
  prepared	
  a	
  short	
  guide	
  
entitled	
  "Plagiarism:	
  what	
  it	
  is	
  and	
  how	
  to	
  recognize	
  and	
  avoid	
  it".	
  This	
  guide	
  is	
  available	
  
here	
  http://www.indiana.edu/~wts/pamphlets.shtml.	
  It	
  provides	
  explicit	
  examples	
  of	
  
plagiarism	
  and	
  offers	
  strategies	
  for	
  avoiding	
  it.	
  Each	
  student	
  should	
  be	
  familiar	
  with	
  this	
  
document	
  and	
  use	
  it	
  as	
  a	
  guide	
  when	
  completing	
  assignments.	
  

	
  
Disability	
  Accommodations:	
  
	
  
If	
  you	
  need	
  or	
  desire	
  an	
  accommodation	
  for	
  a	
  disability,	
  please	
  let	
  me	
  know	
  as	
  soon	
  as	
  
possible	
  in	
  the	
  term	
  with	
  documentation	
  from	
  the	
  Disability	
  Services	
  office.	
  	
  I	
  will	
  treat	
  that	
  
information	
  as	
  private	
  and	
  confidential.	
  

	
  
Email	
  Policy	
  	
  
	
  
I	
  am	
  most	
  accessible	
  through	
  email.	
  As	
  a	
  general	
  rule,	
  I	
  will	
  respond	
  to	
  course-­‐related	
  email	
  
correspondence	
  within	
  24	
  hours.	
  Please	
  include	
  the	
  course	
  number	
  in	
  brackets	
  [S640]	
  in	
  
the	
  subject	
  line	
  for	
  all	
  messages.	
  	
  In	
  addition,	
  I	
  will	
  frequently	
  communicate	
  with	
  the	
  class	
  
via	
  email.	
  	
  	
  I	
  use	
  Oncourse	
  email	
  so	
  there	
  is	
  a	
  record,	
  so	
  please	
  make	
  sure	
  your	
  correct	
  
email	
  is	
  listed.	
  
	
  	
  	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  



Assignments	
  
	
  
All	
  papers	
  should	
  have	
  your	
  name,	
  the	
  date,	
  and	
  the	
  assignment	
  number	
  (no	
  cover	
  page	
  
necessary)	
  and	
  submitted	
  	
  as	
  separate	
  document	
  in	
  Oncourse	
  by	
  midnight	
  unless	
  otherwise	
  
noted.	
  Papers	
  should	
  be	
  double-­‐spaced	
  with	
  a	
  standard	
  font	
  and	
  font	
  size	
  and	
  page	
  
numbers.	
  Please	
  follow	
  the	
  APA	
  style	
  guide	
  to	
  cite	
  references.	
  You	
  can	
  borrow	
  a	
  style	
  
manual	
  from	
  the	
  Wells	
  Library	
  Reference	
  Desk	
  if	
  needed.	
  
	
  
Late	
  assignments	
  will	
  lose	
  10%	
  for	
  each	
  day	
  they	
  are	
  late	
  and	
  will	
  not	
  be	
  accepted	
  after	
  the	
  
2nd	
  day.	
  For	
  example,	
  if	
  a	
  paper	
  is	
  worth	
  20	
  points,	
  and	
  it	
  is	
  one	
  day	
  late,	
  you	
  will	
  lose	
  2	
  
points.	
  	
  Exceptions	
  will	
  be	
  granted	
  rarely.	
  	
  
	
  
	
  
20%	
  of	
  your	
  final	
  grade	
  ,	
  evaluated	
  each	
  class	
  period	
  
	
  
Participation	
  will	
  be	
  evaluated	
  each	
  class	
  session,	
  so	
  absences	
  can	
  be	
  detrimental.	
  If	
  you	
  
are	
  going	
  to	
  be	
  absent,	
  please	
  try	
  to	
  let	
  me	
  know	
  24	
  hours	
  in	
  advance.	
  	
  
	
  
B.	
  Paper	
  1:	
  Hypothetical	
  Intellectual	
  Freedom	
  Situation	
  	
  
20%	
  of	
  your	
  final	
  grade	
  	
  
Due:	
  Saturday	
  July	
  10	
  
	
  	
  
This	
  paper	
  will	
  be	
  a	
  response	
  to	
  a	
  hypothetical	
  intellectual	
  freedom	
  situation	
  that	
  you	
  may	
  
face	
  while	
  working	
  at	
  a	
  library	
  or	
  other	
  information	
  center.	
  You	
  will	
  be	
  given	
  a	
  choice	
  of	
  
three	
  or	
  four	
  hypothetical	
  situations;	
  you	
  will	
  choose	
  one	
  and	
  write	
  a	
  1,200-­‐1,500	
  word	
  
paper	
  (approximately	
  4-­‐5	
  pages	
  double-­‐spaced).	
  You	
  have	
  to	
  use	
  at	
  least	
  three	
  readings	
  
from	
  class	
  sessions	
  2-­‐5	
  (History	
  &	
  background	
  of	
  IF;	
  Social	
  justice/	
  responsibility;	
  Freedom	
  
of	
  speech;	
  Censoring	
  speech);	
  you	
  can	
  also	
  use	
  related	
  out-­‐of-­‐class	
  reading,	
  ALA	
  
statements,	
  library	
  policies,	
  or	
  similar	
  documentation.	
  We	
  will	
  discuss	
  this	
  paper	
  further	
  in	
  
class	
  and	
  detailed	
  guidelines	
  will	
  be	
  made	
  available	
  in	
  class	
  and	
  on	
  OnCourse.	
  	
  
	
  
C.	
  Paper	
  2:	
  Intellectual	
  Freedom	
  in	
  the	
  Library	
  	
  
20%	
  of	
  your	
  final	
  grade	
  	
  
Due:	
  Wednesday,	
  July	
  21	
  by	
  midnight	
  	
  
For	
  this	
  paper,	
  you	
  will	
  write	
  an	
  intellectual	
  freedom	
  policy	
  for	
  your	
  library,	
  based	
  on	
  the	
  



readings	
  we	
  have	
  done	
  in	
  class	
  through	
  July	
  13th.	
  The	
  paper	
  should	
  address	
  computer	
  and	
  
internet	
  use,	
  minors’	
  access	
  to	
  materials,	
  incorporating	
  community	
  interests	
  and	
  
perspectives,	
  different	
  types	
  of	
  resources	
  (print,	
  audiovisual,	
  etc.),	
  and	
  the	
  process	
  for	
  
challenging	
  part	
  of	
  the	
  collection.	
  The	
  paper	
  will	
  be	
  about	
  1200-­‐1500	
  words	
  
(approximately	
  4-­‐5	
  pages	
  double-­‐spaced).	
  You	
  will	
  have	
  to	
  use	
  at	
  least	
  four	
  readings	
  from	
  
class;	
  at	
  least	
  one	
  must	
  not	
  be	
  from	
  the	
  ALA.	
  We	
  will	
  discuss	
  this	
  paper	
  further	
  in	
  class	
  and	
  
detailed	
  guidelines	
  will	
  be	
  made	
  available	
  in	
  class	
  and	
  on	
  OnCourse.	
  	
  
	
  
D.	
  In-­‐class	
  debate:	
  Homeland	
  Security	
  	
  
15%	
  of	
  your	
  final	
  grade	
  	
  
Due:	
  Tuesday,	
  July	
  20	
  in	
  class	
  	
  
Note:	
  An	
  absence	
  in	
  class	
  will	
  result	
  in	
  a	
  zero	
  for	
  this	
  assignment	
  
The	
  class	
  will	
  be	
  divided	
  into	
  two	
  groups;	
  one	
  will	
  argue	
  in	
  favor	
  of	
  increased	
  protection	
  of	
  
homeland	
  security	
  (for	
  example,	
  stating	
  that	
  the	
  USA	
  Patriot	
  Act	
  is	
  good	
  legislation),	
  while	
  
the	
  other	
  group	
  will	
  argue	
  against	
  this	
  position	
  (for	
  example,	
  stating	
  that	
  the	
  USA	
  Patriot	
  
Act	
  goes	
  too	
  far).	
  Whether	
  you	
  agree	
  with	
  your	
  assigned	
  stance,	
  you	
  should	
  argue	
  it	
  
convincingly.	
  The	
  arguments	
  should	
  be	
  based	
  primarily	
  on	
  the	
  class	
  readings.	
  Each	
  group	
  
will	
  have	
  time	
  in	
  class	
  to	
  plan	
  their	
  strategy	
  prior	
  to	
  beginning	
  the	
  debate.	
  All	
  individuals	
  
are	
  expected	
  to	
  participate.	
  We	
  will	
  discuss	
  this	
  assignment	
  further	
  in	
  class	
  and	
  detailed	
  
guidelines	
  will	
  be	
  made	
  available	
  in	
  class	
  and	
  on	
  OnCourse.	
  	
  
	
  
E.	
  Presentation	
  	
  
25%	
  of	
  your	
  final	
  grade	
  	
  
Due:	
  Thursday,	
  August	
  12	
  in	
  class	
  	
  
Note:	
  An	
  absence	
  in	
  class	
  will	
  result	
  in	
  a	
  zero	
  for	
  this	
  assignment	
  
Rather	
  than	
  writing	
  a	
  comprehensive	
  final	
  paper,	
  you	
  will	
  do	
  an	
  in-­‐depth	
  presentation	
  for	
  
the	
  class.	
  The	
  presentation	
  will	
  be	
  15-­‐20	
  minutes	
  long,	
  followed	
  by	
  5	
  minutes	
  for	
  questions	
  
and	
  discussion.	
  You	
  should	
  prepare	
  a	
  1-­‐page	
  handout	
  for	
  the	
  class,	
  summarizing	
  your	
  
presentation	
  and	
  its	
  main	
  points.	
  In	
  addition,	
  you	
  will	
  also	
  prepare	
  a	
  bibliography	
  to	
  turn	
  in	
  
to	
  the	
  instructor.	
  You	
  have	
  to	
  use	
  at	
  least	
  three	
  readings	
  from	
  class;	
  however,	
  most	
  of	
  your	
  
other	
  references	
  must	
  come	
  from	
  outside	
  (i.e.,	
  non-­‐class)	
  reading	
  and	
  be	
  from	
  peer-­‐
reviewed	
  journals	
  or	
  other	
  quality	
  sources.	
  Your	
  presentation	
  should	
  involve	
  PowerPoint,	
  a	
  
webpage,	
  or	
  other	
  presentation	
  tools	
  (technology	
  will	
  be	
  available	
  in	
  the	
  classroom).	
  You	
  
should	
  be	
  prepared	
  to	
  answer	
  a	
  few	
  questions.	
  We	
  will	
  discuss	
  this	
  presentation	
  further	
  in	
  
class	
  and	
  detailed	
  guidelines	
  will	
  be	
  made	
  available	
  in	
  class	
  and	
  on	
  OnCourse.	
  



This	
  presentation	
  will	
  be	
  an	
  in-­‐depth	
  investigation	
  of	
  some	
  intellectual	
  freedom	
  topic.	
  This	
  
topic	
  can	
  be	
  a	
  topic	
  we	
  discussed	
  in	
  class	
  or	
  something	
  else	
  that	
  you	
  choose.	
  In	
  choosing	
  
your	
  topic,	
  you	
  should	
  select	
  an	
  issue	
  that	
  is	
  complex	
  enough	
  for	
  a	
  long	
  presentation,	
  that	
  is	
  
related	
  to	
  intellectual	
  freedom,	
  and	
  that	
  can	
  be	
  connected	
  to	
  the	
  class	
  readings.	
  The	
  topic	
  
should	
  be	
  approved	
  in	
  advance	
  by	
  the	
  instructor	
  by	
  July	
  29;	
  you	
  are	
  also	
  strongly	
  
encouraged	
  to	
  meet	
  with	
  the	
  instructor	
  throughout	
  the	
  semester	
  to	
  discuss	
  your	
  topic	
  and	
  
find	
  additional	
  resources.	
  Possible	
  topics	
  include:	
  	
  

• Biometrics	
  as	
  identification	
  	
  
• Privacy-­‐enhancing	
  technologies	
  	
  
• Self-­‐censorship	
  	
  
• International	
  issues/	
  variance	
  	
  
• Feminism	
  and	
  pornography	
  	
  
• First	
  Amendment	
  issues	
  	
  
• Banned	
  books	
  	
  
• Homeland	
  security	
  fusion	
  centers	
  	
  
• Federal	
  wiretapping	
  	
  
• Free/open	
  software	
  	
  
• Labor	
  issues	
  (strikes,	
  unions,	
  etc.)	
  	
  
• Librarians	
  in	
  Cuba	
  	
  
• IF	
  in	
  school	
  media	
  centers	
  	
  
• Censorship	
  of	
  popular	
  culture	
  	
  
• Hate	
  speech	
  on	
  the	
  internet	
  	
  

	
  
	
  	
  	
  
V.	
  Weekly	
  Schedule:	
  Topics	
  &	
  Assigned	
  Reading	
  
All	
  readings	
  are	
  available	
  through	
  OnCourse	
  as	
  a	
  PDF	
  or	
  a	
  hyperlink.	
  	
  They	
  will	
  be	
  
organized	
  by	
  week.	
  	
  Each	
  week,	
  you	
  are	
  expected	
  to	
  do	
  the	
  required	
  readings.	
  We	
  will	
  
discuss	
  the	
  readings	
  in	
  some	
  detail.	
  	
  
	
  
Session	
  One:	
  Introduction	
  &	
  Overview	
  
Tuesday,	
  June	
  22	
  	
  
	
  
Session	
  Two:	
  History	
  &	
  Background	
  of	
  Intellectual	
  Freedom	
  
Thursday,	
  June	
  24	
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Session	
  Three:	
  Social	
  Justice/	
  Responsibility	
  in	
  Libraries	
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  and	
  

read	
  in	
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